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'HE Apoſtle, in this Chapter, gives us both 
a fine Deſcription and a noble Encomium 
of the great Vertue of Charity, which I 

need not repeat, becauſe you have juſt; now heard 

it read to you in the Epiſtle. for the Day. The 

Words that I have made choice of for my Text 

are not the leaſt part of its Commendation, hat 

it will free us from the troubleſom and hateful Sin 
of Envy ; a Vice that may juſtly make us odious 

both to God and the World, and our ſelves too, as 1 

ſhall endeavour to ſhow in my following Diſ- 

courſe, wherein I ſhall ſpeak at large of this Sin; 
which, tho not ſo much obſery'd, ſeems to have 


2a more general Influence upon Men than almoſt any 
other Paſſion ; indeed more or lels "ſeems to infect 
all Mankind, as do the chief Cauſes of it, Pride and 


Self-Loye. 
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I the rather chuſe to ſpeak of it, becauſe as it is 
a very general Vice, and very prejudicial to our 
own Eaſe, and to mpꝑſt of our;,Datyg both to God 
and Men; ſo it generally lurks ſo ſecretly, that few 
People diſcern it to be a, Sin in themſelves, what- 
ever they may gg 'of 7 in 0 People. 


In handling of this Subject Iſhall, 
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II. Shall ſhew you the great Sinfulneſs and Un- 
freaſonableneſs of it. eee eee CLIC 
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III. Shall ſhew you what I judg the 
„ eee ee Ep 
I. I muſt ſhew what this Vice is, and wherein ic 
confiſts. Envy is, in ſhort, a, Trouble ot Uneaſi- 
neſs of Mind, ariſing from the conſideration of 
any Advantage we think our Neighbour enjoys a- 
bove ourſelves ; whether it be in "he 'Endowmeats 
of Body or Mind, or in their outward Condition. 
Perſons uſe to envy others, either becauſe they think 
them, or atleaſt they may be reputed by others, to 
be more Handſom, or more Wiſe, or more Ver- 
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tuous; to thrive. better in the World, or to enjoy 
more Honour, or a greater Reputation than they. 
But then it is to be conſider d that there are ſeveral. 
Caſes in which Men may be concern d at the good 


Things and Advantages which others enjoy, without 
this Sia of Envy. 


1. I may very lawfully be concern'd at the Proſ- 
perity of another, Who gets what he has by my 
Wrong and Injury; for this is to be troubled at my 
own Evils, and not at another Man's Wg e . 

ul, 


which if it be immoderate, may indeed be ſin 
but however is not the Sin of Envy. 


Again, if one Man get any Place of Honour or 
Advantage which another had an eye upon, or a 
probability of attaining; the Concern that ſome- 
times follows upon this may be more or leſs ſinſul 
before God, accordiag to the Degrees or other Cir- 
cumſtances of it; but is rather to be reputed a trou- 3 
ble for his own. Diſappointment, than an evil eye * 
at the Happineſs of the other: becauſe it may be, that * 
had. it happen d in any other Caſe. or Inſtance, he f 
would have been ſo far from being troubled at it, 
that it would have been matter of rejoicing to him. = 


2 For the ſame reaſon it is not the Sin of: Envy 
to be ſorry for the Advancement of one that is our 
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Miſchief; becauſe a Man may lawfully have ſore 
Concein at what is like to do him harm. And 
therefore as, for the ſame ieaſon, he may endeavote 
by all lawful methods to binder the Advancement 
of ſuch a Perſon, ſo he may lawfully have fo much 
Uneaſineſs after it, as a Man may have for what is a 
ptejudice to himſelf. But in both theſe Caſes we 
muſt have a care that we be not mod by Entity 
or Reſentment, that we do not enden vour to bindet 
or be troubled at any Man's Prolperity, merely be- 
cauſe he has done us an Injury; for that is utteily in- 
conſiſtent with Chriſtian Charity and Forgiyeneſy : 
But what we do, in this Caſe, muſt always have re- 
ſpect to what Evils or Injuries may eome upon us for 
the future; which we may very juſtly be concern d 
at, and uſe all lawful means to prevent. 904 
L240}, JO GTONT IG TARI inen AQGOE eVfOLIOT' 207 
3. It is not the Sin of Envy te be crotbled at 
any Man's Proſperity,” which is like to be 1 preju- 
dice to the Publick. If a Man be in publick Em- 
ployment who is unfit for it, or like to do harm in 
it ; if he keep out a worthy Perſon, or feteive chat 
Incouragement which is due only to Merit and Ver- 
tue: In theſe, and all other Caſes of the ſame na- 
ture, where Miſchief is done, or Good hindred by 
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the Advancement or Proſpetity of auy Perſon, we 
way lawfully with chat, if it pleasd God, things 
Imand 
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ſo. But then we muſt have a care that an evil eye, 


or a regard to our ſelves, don't corrupt our Judg- 
ments; and make us think Men unworthy of what 
they have, becauſe they keep us, or our Friends 
from it: And after all, ſince it is other People's 
Work to take care of theſe Matters, we ſhould not 
be too quick in our Cenſures, tho things don't go ex- 
m according to thoſe Meaſures we would lay 
Wile | my Vit 


4. The laſt Caſe J ſhall lay down, is this, That 


the ſeeing any Advantage in another Perſon, may 


ſometimes, without the Sin of Envy, cauſe Trouble 


in us, by making us reflect upon our ſelves, as beivg 
without that thing which we admire in him. But 
then to keep this Trouble innocent, it muſt have 


theſe two Qualifications. 


(..) That the thing which occaſions our Trouble, 
which our Neighbour has, and we want, be really 
fomething that is worthy the Care of a Chriſtian; 
not that the other Perſon is more handſom, or bet- 
ter dreſs d, or has more Mony, or more Admirers, 
or any thing of this kind: becauſe the not having 
theſe things ought not to be matter of Trouble 
to any Chriſtian, or be the Cauſe of Emulation a- 
mong each other; they being things of no great 
15 moment 
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moment in themſelves, and ſuch, for the moſt part, 
as God gives frecly to whom he pleaſes: and there- 
fore as thoſe ho have them ſhould not be proud 
of them; ſo thoſe who have them not; ſhould not 
be for that reaſon uneaſy or diſcontented. Eut if 
I ſee a great degree of Piety, or Vertue, or Wiſ- 
dom, or any other real Excellency in my : Neigh-/ 
bour; this may ' ſometimes: very juſtly der on 
Trouble, to conſider how little I have improvd 
1 in theſe things my ſelf under ſuch Opportunitys 
as I have had. 
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(.). But then muſt come in the ſecond Quali- 
fication, That this Trouble and Concern ſhould. 
be, not becauſe our Neighbour has theſe things, 
but becauſe we our ſelves are without 
who ought to have them as well as he: And 
therefore we muſt be ſure to take care that we 
do not malign, or hate, or backbite, or un- 
dervalue our Neighbour, by that to bring him 
down to our Level; nay we muſt not ſo much 
as in our Thoughts wiſh that he were without thoſe 
good things, becauſe they hinder our Glory or 
Reputation: but we ought, by the conſideration of 
his Improvement, to be aſham d of our own Neg- 
ligence, to grow more diligent,” and careful, and 
induſtrious for the future: And herein lies chiefly 
the Difference betwixt that hateful Sin of Envy, 
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and that generous Emulation which is ſometimes 
ſeen in great Minds; that the one tends to im- 
prove our ſelves, makes a Man uneaſy at his own 
Defects, and ſpurs him on to Induſtry ; the other 
would bring his Neighbour down, and therefore 
leads commonly to Heart-burnings, and Jealouſys, 
and Defamation, and Supplanting, and other wick- 
ed Practices of the ſame kind. | | 


Thus much may ſerve in ſhort to ſhew what 
this Vice of Envy is, and wherein it conſiſts ; but 
to illuſtrate the matter a little more fully, I would, 
before I proceed, take notice of one or two In- 
ſtances of it recorded in Scripture. The firſt that 
I ſhall mention is the Hiſtory of Joſeph and his 
Brethren : Their Father Jacob ſeem'd to have car- 
ry'd himſelf with Love and Kindneſs enough to 
all his Children; but becauſe the Son Joſeph was 
more favour'd than the reſt, kept in better Clothes, 
and more tenderly regarded, the reſt envy him, and 
are reſolv'd' to get tid of this Favourite, and ſo 
conſpire to kill him, and had done it but that they 
met with an Opportunity of ſending him where 
they thought he would never more be heard of: 
which, by the way, ſhould be a warning to Pa- 
rents how they prefer one Child before another in 
their Favour, becauſe it not only does commonly 
ſpoil the Child they are thus fond of, but may raiſe 
Mt B 2 ſuch 
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ſuch Jealouſy, and Hatred, and Emulation among 
the reſt toward that, as may have very ill Effects; 
as we ſee this Partiality of Jacob to his Son Jeb 
had; which depriv d him for ſo many Years of that 
Child whom he chiefly lov'd, and had like to have 
involv'd all the reſt in the Guilt of innocent Blood, 
and that the Blood of their Brother. The other In- 
ſtance I would take notice of is in the Parable of the 
Labourers in the Vineyard: They that came to 
work in the Morning had agreed with the Lord 
for ſo: much, and are repreſented to have been well 
enough ſatisfy'd to receive what they had agreed 
for ; but when they ſaw others receive as much, 
who they thought had not deſerv'd it ſo. well as 
themſelves, then they murmur againſt the good Man 
ef the Houle, and go away quite diſpleas'd with 
what otherwiſe would have ſatisfy d them very 
well: whereas they had no other Cauſe of Uneaſi- 
neſs but only the Goodneſs of the Maſter that im- 
ployd them, who had done them no wrong; but 
was only kind to other People in diſpoſing as he 
pleas'd with his own. TRL OUTLETS 72 


And this is a very common Cauſe of Diſcontent 
and Uneaſineſs in the World, when Men miſlike their 
own Condition for no other reaſon but becauſe it is 
not quite ſo good as that of ſome of their Neigh- 


| bours; and ſo che Goodneſs. of God is very often the 
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true reaſon why he loſes the Thanks, and Men the 
Comfort of what is more than enough to make them 


happy, and would have made them fo, had not God 
been kind to other People. | 


Zut I now proceed to ſhew the great Unreaſona- 
bleneſs and Sinfulneſs of this Vice of Envy. | 


Add tis a Sin certainly the moſt unreaſonable of 
any in the whole ee of Vices; a Sin for 
which we cannot fo much as think of any reaſon, 
becauſe it does not conſiſt in pleaſing, but in diſ- 
quieting and vexing a Man's ſelf: and whatever 
Temptation Men may have to diſturb others, no. Man 
can have any to diſturb himſelf; fo that the whole 
matter muſt be upon this account very abſurd. 
But beſides, tis vexing our ſelves to no purpoſe, 
upon the account of that which does us no harm, 
and where, with all our Vexation, we can do our 
felves no good. What our Saviour applys to ano- 
ther purpole, is as true in this Caſe, that with all our 
Thought ve caumot add one Cubit to our Stature, nor 
take away one from our Neighbour; tho, if we 
could, I do not fee we ſhould be any thing the bet- 
ter for it. In thort, if the good things which God 
has given others do us no good, yet at leaſt they do 
us no harm; we are never the poorer for their Ri- 
ches, but we really are the poorer when, we come to 
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enyy them ; for then we loſe the Comfort and Bene- 
fit of what we have, and are really as poor as if we 
had nothing in the World, | 
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To conclude this Head, It is unreaſonable to en- 
vy others, becauſe the greateſt part of thoſe who 
are the common Objects of Envy, are really in a 
Condition not to be envy'd. The beſt Condition 
in this World is only a mixture of Good and Evil: 
and as every State has its proper Conveniences, ſo 
it has its propet Incon veniences too; and theſe ſo 
mix d together that, upon conſidering things to the 
bottom, it will be a bard matter to jüdg What 
Condition of Life lies molt adequate for Happineſs. 
We ſec indeed the Pomp, and Splendour, and Gaie- 
ty of a great Eſtate, or great Place; and ſich a 
Proſpect is agreeable enough to the Pride of Mens 
Hearts, and the corrupt Inclinations of Fleſh and 
Blood: but thoſe who have theſe things feel a va- 
nity in them that we cannot ſee; of which this is a 
plain Evidence, that thoſe who have moſt of this 
World, yet are forc'd, for ſatisfaction, to ſer their 
Hearts upon ſomething or other which they ha ve not, 
and could they get all the World, would be ſtill as 

J c 7, 


Before we enyy any body, we ſhould. conſider the 
whole of his Condition; not chuſe out the bright 
| | ſide, 
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15 
ſide, but conſider the Good and the Bad together. 
And we thould not only conſider the outſide of his 
Condition, but what is the Temper of his Mind, 
for upon that chiefly depends Mens Happineſs. It 
may be the Perſon. we envy has a perplex'd uneaſy 
Soul, and then nothing can make him happy; it 
may be his Conſcience is tormented with Guilt and 
Horror; it may be his Mind is diſtracted with Hopes, 
or Fears, or immoderate Deſires ; it may be he is. 
weary of what he has, and longs after ſomething, 
that he has not, or it may be envies ſome body elſe 
as much as we envy him: And afrer all, he that is 
in a flouriſhing Condition to day, may be otherwiſe 
to morrow. The World is very changeable, and 
we are not yet come to the Concluſion of things; 
and therefore the Philoſopher ſaid, No Man ſhould: 
be accounted happy before his Death, becauſe till 
then he was ſtill liable to the Revolutions of Fortune. 
Thus if we conſider things only with an eye to this: 
World, tis abſurd enough to envy any Body; but it 
is much more ſo if we conſider things as Chriſtians, 
and with the eye of Faith, ' And it's plain, that our 
Religion lays very little ſtreſs upon the things of 
this World, but takes the Eſtimate of the Happineſs 
or Unhappineſs of Men wich relation to Eternity. 
It a Man fear God, and have his Sins pardon'd,, and 
upon that account be in a way to be happy for ever 
when this ſhort Scene of 1 hings is ended, that Man 
Tt is 
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is happy, let his Condition be, what it will here; but 
then. it is very abſurd! to envy him, becauſe it is a 
Happineſs that all "7 have as well as he, if they 
pleaſe. But on the other ſide, if a Man be wicked, 
and upon that account have no hope beyond this 
World, tho he ſhould have it in his Power to be 
cloth d in Purple and fine Linen, and to fare ae 
every day, and to have every thing his Heart can wiſh ; 
yet we have more reaſon to pity and pray for him 
than to think of Envy: for it is not a Condition to 
be envy d, to look great for a day, and then be mi- 
ſerable for ever. 0 in A 


Upon all theſe accounts this Sin of Envy mult be 
very ablurd and unreaſonable. Burt I now proceed 
ro ſhew you the great Wickednels and Sinfulneſs of it. 


To this end I deſire you would conſider, Firſt, 
That this is a Vice which is very frequently condemn d 
in Scripture, and almoſt always reckon'd among 
the Works of the Fleſh. Thus, Gal. 5. 21. The 
Works of the Fleſh are Envyings, Murders, &c. And 
St, Paul, when he was taking notice of the great de- 
- pravity of Nature, which God had ſuffer d the Hea- 
then World to fall into as a Puniſhment for their 
{dolatry, reckons this Vice as one of the chief, being 
full of Envy, Murder, Debate, Rom. I. 29. But St. 
James goes further yet: James 3. 16. Where Envy- 
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ing and me is, there is Confuſion and every Evil work. 
And indeed one would expect nothing better from it, 
if we do but conſider the chief Cauſes from whence 
it ſprings, which are Pride and Self-Love, the great 
Enemies to God, and every thing that is good. The 
reaſon why Men envy others is, becauſe they would 
engroſs and monopolize all that's good to themſelves, 
and ſer up themſelves as Idols, that all the reſt, of 
the World may fall down and worſhip them : which 
is a Spirit ſo directly contrary to that Submiſſion of 
Soul we owe to God, and to that Charity and Juſtice 
we owe to Men, that we may well expect that where 
this is, there can hardly be any thing that is good, 
but every evil work. FA. 


2. And this brings me to another Conſideration, 
that this Vice is utterly inconſiſtent with our Duty 
both to God and Men, and is often the Occaſion of 
many Sins and Diſorders in the World. 


It is inconſiſtent with that due Submiſſion we owe 
to God, as it inyolves great unthankfulneſs for the 
Mercies we have receiv d; for no Man can be thank- 
ful for that Condition he is unealy under, and re- 
pines at, as every Man muſt do who envies his 
Neighbour. But further, the ſetting up for our own 
Honour, or our own Glory, which is the very Foun-⸗ 
dation of this Vice, is a fort of Idolatry; tis ang 

C that 
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that Honour to our ſelves which is due to God, to 
whom belongs all the Praiſe and Glory of whare- 
ver is good whether in our ſelves or others. But the 
envious Perſon would. not only uſurp the Honour of 
what he has already, but is angry thar God ſhould 
divert any another way, or do good to others for fear 
it ſhould eclipſe his Glory: which is fo preſumptuous 
and exorbitant a conceit, that one would wonder it 
| ſhouldeyer come into the Head of any Creature. 


UNIT 


And as it is inconſiſtent wich our Submiſſion to 
God, fo it is as much with Charity to Men. My 
Text tells us that Charity envieth not; Envy is indeed 
the perfe& reverſe to that great Chriſtian Duty, as 

you may ſee in that Deſcription St. Paul gives of it, 
1 Cox. 13. 4, 5, 6.— Charity ſuffers long, and is kind ; 
Charity en vieth not; Charity vaunteth not it ſelf, is not 
puffed up, doth nat behave it elf unſeemh, ſeeketh not ber 
own, is not eaſily pro vo d, thinketh no evil, &c.-- Now 
if we take the direct contrary to all theſe, we have 


2 full Deſcription of the Sin of Envy. 


Indeed this Vice is inconſiſtent with Juſtice as well 
as Charity, for Juſtice requires that every Man ſhould 
quietly enjoy what is his own, and that we ſhould 
not ſo much as in our thoughts diſturb his peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of it; but it is much more inconſiſtent with 
Juſtice, if we conſider what are the common out- 

| ward 
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Ward Effects of it. The Apoſtle, as I quoted before, 
tells us, That where En vy is, there is Confuſian and e very 
Evil work, And Ibelieve if we look abroad and ſec 
what's done in the World, we ſhall find that 
many of the Murders, Contentions, Underminings, 
bitter Reflections, Libellings, Animoſities, and t 
like, proceed from this Sin of Envy. Indeed fo 
many Sins as there are, to which Pride, and Self-Love, 
and Ill Nature may carry Men, ſo many the envious 
Perſon is in danger of. Not that I think that every 
Man, who may be juſtly charg'd with this Vice, 
mult preſently run into all theſe Exceſſes: No, there 
are degrees in this, as in all other Sins; ſuch a De- 
gree as may make a Man uneaſy in himſelf, may not 
always be powerful enough to carry him to other 
Sins; ſuch a Degree as may make a Man flander 
or defame his Neighbour, may not be Temptation 
enough to murder him. It was not a ſmall degree 
of it, that could perſuade Joſeph's Brethren to im- 
brue their Hands in their Brother's Blood, and yer 
we ſee that had like to have been done. But Pride 
and Self. Love, and an inyenom'd Spirit, are ver 
dangerous Snares, and too apt to carry Men throug 
any thing that ſtands in their way. 


But if this ſhould not carry us to all theſe Exceſſes, 


yet however it is very contrary to the true Spirit of 
the Chriſtian Religion, to that Spirit of Love, and 
8 03” "=." x _— 
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Humility, and Heavenly-mindedneſs, which are the 
great Characters of Chriſt's Diſciples; and muſt very 
much unqualify us for that happy State, where 
Love and Joy, Joy in God, Fg Joy in each other's 
. Happineſs, will be our Entertainment to all Eter- 
nity. At. 3h | 


Thus 1 have ſhew'd' you the great unteaſonable- 
neſs, and the great ſiafulneſs of this Vice. There are 
feveral other Conſiderations, which I cannot now 
rarty to inſiſt upon at large, and therefore ſhall but 


The firſt thing I would ſuggeſt is this, That Envy | 

ſeems, moſt of any Vice, to partake of the Nature 

of the Devil : It's his work ta make Men miſerable, 

and to delight in it, and to keep as many from being 

happy as he can; he ſees, what Condemnation he is 

under, and by all that we know of his Nature and 

Actions, he envies that Mankind ſhould be happier 

than he; and ſince he cannot riſe himſelf, makes it 

ſome comfort, to bring as many as he can into the 

fame State of Condemnation, 


2. Let us conſider, That the envious Perſon is a 
publick Enemy to Mankind, not only in that Envy 
is a great Diſcouragement to every thing that's Good 
and Great, and damps abundance of Deſigns very. 
| | much 
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much for the good of the World; but in this chiefly; | 
that he muſt needs wiſh and deſire, that there were | 
none in the World better or happier than himſelf : [ 
which is a thing may very juſtly make him hateful 
both to God and Men. It may juſtly make him hate 
ful to God, as an Enemy to his Honour, the Honour 
of his Gifts, and the Honour of doing good; and it 
may juſtly make him hateful to Men, as an Enemy to 
all that's Good or Great, and of every Man's Happi- 
neſs but his own, What a ſad Place would the World 
be, were it ſuch as he molt delights to ſee? that is, 
were there none in it who is better or happier than 


himſelf, 


z. But that which adds to the odiouſneſs of this 
Vice is, What I would take notice of in the third 
place; That the trouble of the envious Perſon ariſes 
chiefly from the Proſperity or good things of thoſe 
who are his Friends, or Acquaintance, or Relations, 
or of the ſame Calling or Profeſſion with himſelf. 
The Happineſs of a Stranger is no great eye · ſore to 
him: As no Man is much concern d, who are prefer d 
in Turky or India, or in other Parts remote from us. 
But if Good happens to his Acquaintance, or thoſe he 
molt converſes with, this ſets Envy at work; I ſup- 
pole for this reaſon chiefly, becauſe theſe are the Per- 

ſons he compares himſelf with, and therefore cannot 
bear that they ſhould be in any reſpect better than 


hum» 4 
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himſelf. - But this is an inhuman and a barbarous 
thing, for by this a Man is the gteateſt Enemy ta thoſe 
of bis own Houſhold, to thoſe. he ought chiefly to love, 
and delight in any Good that befals them. 


The laſt Conſideration I would ſuggeſt at. preſent 
is this, That if Men once give themſelves up to this 
Vice, it is hardly in the Power of Providence to cure 
them by any change in their Condition; becauſe let 
a Man have all the advantageous Circumſtances thac 
can reaſonably be ſuppos d ro concur in any one Per- 
ſon, yet if his mind be not chang'd, he will ill 
have eye-ſores before him ; be will find ſome, that in 
ſomething or other, in ſome Endowment of Body, 
or Mind, or Fortune, will be before bim, or at leaſt 
rival him, which will ſpoil the Happineſs of what he 
has, and very likely make him uncaly and unthankful 
as long as he lives. And indeed unleſs his Mind be 

chang d, what can ſuch a Perſon do even in Heaven 
it (elf? The more happy any place is, the more mat- 
ter he is like to find for Envy to work upon. If we 
could ſuppoſe any ſuch Perſon to get thither, with 
the ſame Pride, and Self-Love which he now has; 
he muſt be for ingroſſing the Happineſs and Glory of 
that place too, and be diſcontented at the fight of 
every Soul that ſhines brighter than his own, and, if 
he could, be for turning them out of Heaven, that 
they may not eclipſe his Glory. But this is ſuch an 
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abſurd Suppoſition, and ſo contrary to the Love, 
and Joy, and Happineſs of that Place, that we may 
be ſure no ſuch Perſon can ever get thither. 


I now proceed in the laſt place, to ſhow you, 
what I judge the belt means to prevent or cure this 
Vice. | FA | | 


The firſt is to endeavour as much as we can to- 


overcome and get above that narrow Principle of 


Self-Love, and to raiſe and inlarge our Souls with 


the noble Principle of Univerſal Love and Charity. 


My Text tells us, that Charity envieth not. This will 


incline us not only to weep with them that weep, that is 
to commiſerate the Afflictions of our Neighbours, 


and to do what we can to relieve and make them 


eaſy; but alſo to rejoice with them that rejoice, to be 
pleas d and joyful at the good things that befal them. 


This latter, tho it does not ſo commonly go under the 


Name of Charity as the former, yet is as certainly the 


effect of true Love to our Neighbour, and as much 


our Duty, and I doubt more hard to be practis d. 


The truth is, that Charity to the Poor is not fo cer- 
rain a ſign of true Love, as Charity to the Rich and 
Great, if I may ſo expreſs it, to thoſe that thrive and 
proſper in the World more than we do. When we 


give our Mony to the Poor, to thoſe that are below 


us, and humble themſelves to us, it is an Act of 


supe- 
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Fuperiority; and there may be ſomething in it be- 
ſides Love to our Neighbour, which gratifies a paſ- 
ſion that ſticks very cloſe to us: and therefore St. 
Paul ſuppoſes, that a Man may give all his Goods to 
feed the Poor, and yet not have Charity. True Charity 
is to be pleas d with the Happineſs of our Neighbour, 
to do what lies in us to make him happy, and to 
rejoice if Providence has made him ſo without our 
Aſſiſtance: this is tlie truly charitable Temper, and 
is indeed a Temper of Soul truly noble and gene- 
rous, very pleaſing to the bountiful Creator of the 
World; who is delighted with the Happineſs of his 
| Creatures, and is never better pleas d with us, than 
when he ſees us imitate this Divine Perfection. 


2. The next thing I would adviſe is, That we 
endeavour fully to poſſeſs our Hearts with the ſenſe 
of this great Truth, that it is God that governs 
the World, and who afligns to every Man his pro- 
-per Rank, and Station, and Condition in it; and 
that therefore ic becomes us who are poor depending 
Creatures, to ſubmit with Modeſty and Cheerfulneſs 
to whatever he {hall pleaſe to order, both with re- 
ſpect to our ſelves and others, and not ſo much as 
in our Thoughts co murmur or repine at it. What- 
ever {ceming Inequalities there may be in the Diſ- 
-penſations of Providence, yet we ought to take for 
granted, that an Allwiſe God has wiſe Reaſons for 


what- 
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whatever he ſhall think fit to order, and that he is 
not bound to oo ms hem with them; However that 
he is a Great Lord, the abſolute: Proprietor both of 
us, and of every thing in the World; and ean dif- 
poſe as he pleaſes with his own, and that it mult be 
the higheſt Preſumption for us to think to controul 
him in it. Whenever therefore we meet with any 
thing of this kind, that begins to diſturb us, let us 
overloak all inferiour Cauſes, and look up to God, 
and ſay to our ſelves, It is the Lord, let him do what 
feemeth him good, This Thought will tend very much to 
quiet us under all his Diſpenſations, both to our 
ſel ves and others; and I believe, that there is no- 
thing ſo likely to engage God to favour us, and to 
do us good, as ſuch a Submiſſion of Soul to him. 


3. The laſt Advice I would give is, That we 
would endeavour, from the gteat Conſiderations of 
the other World, to mortify all our inordinate Ap- 
petites to any thing in this, eſpecially that we would 
endeavour to free our Souls from Pride and vain 
Glory, and Ambition, and Covetouſneſs, which are 
the great Sources of this Sin of Envy. To this end, 
let us often conſider, that this World is not the place 
that muſt finally determine our Happineſs or Miſery: 
that be our Condition never ſo good or ſo great here, 
we muſt quickly leave it; and be it never ſo bad, 
chat al ſo muſt ſoon ha ve an end; and that we muſt all 
enter upon a new unchangeable State, where all theſe 
things will ſignify nothing. 7: 
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Let us ſometimes, in order to help our Medita- 
tions in this Matter, caſt our Eyes back upon all the 
Ages of Mankind; and let us conſider a little, what. 
was the paſt, and what is the preſent Condition of 
all thoſe that have liv'd before us: that on the one 


, * 


ſide, all the Great Monarchs, and Great Stateſmen, 


the Rich and the Mighty, the Learned and the Wiſe, 
that were thought happy by the World, and perhaps 
thought themſelves ſo, Theſe are all now dead and 
gone,  depriv'd for ever of all thoſe things for which 
they were valu'd or envy d here, and not ſo much as, 
the Name of one in a Thouſand of them remains, 
behind; and on the other fide, all the Poor and the 
Miſerable, the Slaves and the Beggars are dead too, 
and are enter d upon that State, where the Wicked ceaſe 
from troubling, and where the weary are at reſt, where the 
Priſoners reſt together, they, hear not. the Voice of the Op-. 
preſſur, the Small and the Great are there, and the Servant 
is free from bis' Maſter. e ee, ee eee 


Theſe are all now divided into two great Ranks, | 
the Good and the Bad, and therefore the Happy and. 
the Miſerable. Thoſe of them who took care to 
pleaſe God, and to improve the Condition he had. 
plac d them in, whether it were high. or. low, are. 
now aſſigu d to thoſe happy Manſions, which the 
Great Creator of the World provided for them upon 
their leaving the Body; but thoſe of them who for- 
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got God, and took more care to pleaſe themſelves 
than to pleaſe him, are now reſer vd under Chains of 
Darkneſs to the Judgment of-the Great Day, . 52 


4 
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We are at preſent in the Condition of neither of- 
theſe; yet we cannot but be ſenſible, that we are 
haſtening apace toward it, and muſt all in a little 
time one after another enter upon it; and then it 
will be with us as it is now with them, we ſhall be 
quite .inſenſible of all the Conveniences or Inconve- 
niences of this preſent State, as much as if we had 
died a Thouſand 'Years ago, and muſt enter upon 
that new Eternal State, either- good or bad, which: 
the Great Judge of the World (Ra aſſign us to, ac+ 
cording as we have behav'd our ſelves here. 


Let us then all be perſuaded frequently to conſider 
of theſe things, and to have a care that nothing here do 
fo far poſſeſs our Thoughts, as to make us forget the 
Great Buſineſs we came into the World about. If we 
do this as we ought to da, we ſhall not have much 
inclination, ox any reafon to envy others; nor be ve- 
ry fond of any Condition, wherein we are like to be 
envy'd our ſelves. Let it be our main Care to do 
our Duty, and act our part well whatever our Station 
be, but leave God Almighty, who beſt knows what 
is good for us, to chuſe it: If we manage our parts 
well, it will be no great matter what our Condition - 
is, becauſe it will be. very quickly over, and we muſt: 
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_ er 4 new 77 when all Th 2 will 
4 5 a: nothing, Had we liv'd but a few Years a o, 
| this time been of no Importance, whether 
"> 5 had liv's 3 1 in the World, or had been forc d 
do beg our Brea becauſe all that would have been 
now over; And 2 few 7 Years hence it will be as licle 
matter, what we ate now ; for we Hall be in our 
| Graves, where the Poor and che Rich, che Noble 
* © and the [gnoble, he that had Mony 2nd be that had 
wo, none, are all equal. Be we ever 97 0 Rich or Great, 
We an neither buy off Death, maße our K 
count the ea er at "Jridgraene ; 7 we. have il 
then be quite uſeleſs, to us, and we are not like to 
have 27 great Satisfaction in the remembrance of 
what we leave behind us. 

Jo conclude all in a word, The frequent Medita- 
tio of thele things will be the beſt way to calm all our 
© Paſſions and 1 to make us caſy under all the 
Diuilpenſations of Providence either to our {elves ot 
Others, and ſo to moderate our Deſires toward theſe 
5 Temporal Tings, that in the Purſuit of them We fi- 
nally loſe_not the things that are eternal; Which God 
grant may be the Bleſſed Effects upon all of us, for 
2 lake of Jeſus Chriſt, to whom oy the Father and 


Fo Spirit be all Honour, Sia, both. now and Jo 
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